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1. Aims 

The aims of the ODBST relationships and sex education (RSE) are to:
· provide a framework in which sensitive discussions can take place;
· prepare pupils for puberty, and give them an understanding of sexual development and the importance of health and hygiene;
· help pupils develop feelings of self-respect, confidence and empathy;
· create a positive culture around issues of sexuality and relationships;
· teach pupils the correct vocabulary to describe themselves and their bodies;
· for pupils to know what safe and healthy relationships look like in order for pupils to keep themselves safe and healthy. 
This policy has been reviewed to ensure compliance with statutory Relationships Education, Relationships and Sex Education and Health Education guidance effective from September 2026.

2. Statutory Requirements 
All academies must provide relationships education to all pupils under section 34 of the Children and Social Work Act 2017.
ODBST schools are expected to offer all pupils a curriculum that is based on the National Curriculum, including requirements to teach science. This should include the elements of sex education contained in the science curriculum. 
In teaching RSHE, we are required by our funding agreements to have regard to the Department for Education’s ‘Relationships Education, Relationships and Sex Education and Health Education’ statutory guidance (July 2025), effective from September 2026, issued under section 403 of the Education Act 1996. 
We also have regard to legal duties set out in:
· Sections 406 and 407 of the Education Act 1996
· Part 6, chapter 1 of the Equality Act 2010
· The Public Sector Equality Duty (as set out in section 149 of the Equality Act 2010). This duty requires public bodies to have due regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations between different people when carrying out their activities
ODBST schools teach RSE as set out in this policy.

3. Policy Development 
The ODBST are consulting with parents, staff and pupils as part of our process for making changes to this RSHE policy.
The ODBST has determined the core policy and each school will ensure that: 
· the Headteacher and RSE lead has considered all relevant information including relevant national and local guidance and has consulted with the ODBST Director of Education 
· staff consultation – all school staff are given the opportunity to look at the policy and make recommendations
· parent/stakeholder consultation – parents and any interested parties are invited to attend a meeting about the policy
· pupil consultation – we investigated what exactly pupils want from their RSE learning in school and use this to inform the relevant scheme adopted
· ratification – once amendments are made, an appropriate scheme will be chosen and shared with governors. Any suggested amendments to the core policy will be sent to the ODBST via the school Headteacher and considered by the Director of Education and the ODBST Trustees. 

4. Definition 
Trustees of the ODBST expect all of our Key Stage 2 settings to include sex education in addition to what is covered in the core science curriculum. 
RSE is about the emotional, social and cultural development of pupils, and involves learning about relationships, sexual health, sexuality, healthy lifestyles, diversity and personal identity. 
RSE involves a combination of sharing information and exploring issues and values. 
RSE is not about the promotion of sexual activity.




5. Curriculum 
The RSE curriculum for Thomas Harding Junior School is set out in Appendix 1. This may be adapted and parents/carers will always be informed when significant changes are made to the content that is being covered. Parents and carers are entitled to view all Relationships and Sex Education teaching materials on request and will be given opportunities to ask questions about them. The arrangements for doing this are to contact the school office to arrange an appointment with the Head Teacher or PSHE lead, Mrs Hussain. 
We have developed the curriculum in consultation with parents, pupils and staff, and taking into account the age, developmental stage, needs and feelings of our pupils. If pupils ask questions outside the scope of this policy, teachers will respond in an appropriate manner so that pupils are fully informed and don’t seek answers online.
As part of RSHE, pupils are taught about online risks including artificial intelligence (AI) generated content, deepfakes, sextortion, fake online identities and other forms of online exploitation, in an age‑appropriate way.
Primary school sex education will focus on:
· Preparing boys and girls for the changes that adolescence brings
· How a baby is conceived and born
Secondary school sex education will focus on:
· healthy, respectful and safe intimate relationships, including consent and communication;
· sexual health and reproductive choices, including contraception, pregnancy options and STI/HIV prevention;
· understanding the law and recognising abuse, exploitation, sexual harassment and sexual violence;
· online risks, including pornography, coercive control, harmful online cultures and AI‑generated content;
· accessing appropriate help, advice and support.
In 16–19 provision, RSHE builds on earlier learning and supports pupils to make informed, safe and responsible decisions as they prepare for adult life.
ODBST schools also deliver the required health education, covering physical health, mental wellbeing, puberty, drugs and alcohol, personal safety and first aid, taught progressively through PSHE. At secondary, sensitive topics such as eating disorders, self-harm and suicide prevention are addressed using appropriately trained staff and evidence-based materials.
For more information about our curriculum, see our curriculum map in Appendix 1.
6. Delivery of RSHE
RSHE is taught within the personal, social, health and economic (PSHE) education curriculum using the Scheme of Work Jigsaw. Biological aspects of RSE are taught within the science curriculum, and other aspects are included in religious education (RE). 
Teaching about sex, gender and protected characteristics is factual, lawful and balanced. Pupils are taught the facts and the law about biological sex and gender reassignment, including distinct legal rights. Beyond these facts, schools will not teach contested views as settled fact — for example, schools will not teach as fact that all people have a gender identity.
RSHE is taught in a way that is appropriate having regard to the age, development and religious background of pupils, and which respects faith perspectives while meeting statutory requirements.
Relationships education focuses on teaching the fundamental building blocks and characteristics of positive relationships including:
· Families and people who care for me
· Caring friendships
· Respectful relationships
· Online relationships
· Being safe
For more information about our RSHE curriculum, see Appendix 1.
These areas of learning are taught within the context of family life, taking care to make sure that there is no stigmatisation of children based on their home circumstances (families can include single parent families, LGBT parents, families headed by grandparents, adoptive parents and foster parents/carers, amongst other structures), along with reflecting sensitively that some children may have a different structure of support around them (for example, looked-after children or young carers).
We will also be mindful of the law and legal requirements, taking care not to condone or encourage illegal political activity, such as violent action against people, criminal damage to property, hate crime, terrorism or the illegal use of drugs. 
RSHE also supports pupils to recognise and understand sexual harassment and sexual violence, including peer‑on‑peer abuse, and to know that such behaviour is unacceptable, never the victim’s fault, and should be reported. Teaching about consent emphasises kindness, care, respect and awareness of power imbalance, and not consent alone.
While Relationships and Health Education (including all puberty content) are statutory and form part of a pupil’s entitlement, parents/carers do have the right to request withdrawal from the non-statutory Sex Education lessons on human reproduction that are taught in Year 6. Where a pupil has been withdrawn from sex education, teachers will respond to any questions they raise in a factual, age-appropriate way without delivering the withdrawn content. 
Please note that there is no right to withdraw from teaching about human reproduction when taught as part of our Year 5/Year 6 Science curriculum on animal life cycles, as this is statutory Science curriculum content.  
7. Inclusivity 
ODBST schools will teach about these topics in a manner that: 
· considers how a diverse range of pupils will relate to them;
· is sensitive to all pupils’ experiences;
· during lessons, makes pupils feel safe and supported and able to ask the questions that they want to ask;
· challenges harmful attitudes and behaviours, including sexism and misogyny.

ODBST schools will ensure that pupils learn about these topics in an environment that’s appropriate for them, for example in: 
· A whole-class setting 
· Small groups or targeted sessions
· 1-to-1 discussions 
· Digital formats
We know that pupils with SEND are more likely to be subject to abuse and to relationship difficulties and that understanding some of the key concepts around RSHE can sometimes be more challenging for pupils with SEND. ODBST schools will ensure that the materials used to support the RSE learning for pupils with SEND are suitably adapted and meet individual need. 

8. Use of resources
ODBST schools will consider whether any resources we plan to use:
· are aligned with the teaching requirements set out in the statutory RSHE guidance;
· would support pupils in applying their knowledge in different contexts and settings;
· are age-appropriate, given the age, developmental stage and background of our pupils;
· are evidence-based and contain robust facts and statistics; 
· fit into our curriculum plan; 
· are from credible sources;
· are compatible with effective teaching approaches; 
· are sensitive to pupils’ experiences and won’t provoke distress.  
Parents and carers are entitled to view all Relationships and Sex Education teaching materials on request and will be given opportunities to ask questions about them.

       8.1 Use of external organisations and resources
Many ODBST schools use external agencies and commercially produced resources to support RSHE delivery. The school remains responsible for all content delivered to pupils, including ensuring it does not undermine fundamental British values.
Before working with any external agency, schools will check the credentials of the provider, view all materials and lesson plans in advance, and ensure content is age-appropriate, balanced, and consistent with this policy. All materials used by external providers will be available to parents on request.
ODBST will not work with external agencies that take or promote extreme political positions, nor use materials produced by such agencies even if the material itself is not extreme.
9. Roles and Responsibilities 
    9.1 The ODBST Trustees and Local Governing Body 
The ODBST Trustees have approved the RSHE policy and the Local Governing Body and ODBST Director of Education will hold the Headteacher to account for the implementation of this policy. 
    9.2 The Headteacher
The Headteacher is responsible for ensuring that RSHE is taught consistently across the school, and for managing requests to withdraw pupils from the non-statutory/non-science components of RSHE (see section 10).
  

  9.3 Staff
Staff are responsible for:
· delivering RSE in a sensitive way;
· modelling positive attitudes to RSE;
· monitoring progress;
· responding to the needs of individual pupils;
· responding appropriately to pupils whose parents wish them to be withdrawn from the non-statutory/non-science components of RSHE.
All teaching staff are expected to deliver RSHE lessons and do not have the right to opt out of teaching RSHE. Staff who have concerns about teaching RSHE are encouraged to discuss this with the Headteacher.
    9.4 Pupils
Pupils are expected to engage fully in RSHE and, when discussing issues related to RSHE, treat others with respect and sensitivity.

10 Parent/carer right to withdraw
Parents/carers do not have the right to withdraw their children from relationships education.
Parents have the right to withdraw their children from the non-statutory/non-science components of sex education within RSHE. 
Requests for withdrawal should be put in writing and addressed to the Headteacher. The Headteacher will discuss the request with parents before granting it. In secondary schools, the Headteacher may decline a request in exceptional circumstances, such as safeguarding concerns.
Alternative school work will be given to pupils who are withdrawn from sex education.
From three terms before their 16th birthday, a pupil may choose to receive sex education even if they have previously been withdrawn at the request of their parent or carer. Secondary schools will ensure pupils are made aware of this right.

11. Training
Staff are trained on the delivery of RSHE as part of their induction and it is included in our continuing professional development calendar. 
The Headteacher may also invite visitors from outside the school, such as school nurses or sexual health professionals, to provide support and training to staff teaching RSHE.

12. Monitoring arrangements 
The delivery of RSE is monitored by Mrs Hussain (PSHE Lead) through monitoring arrangements, such as planning scrutinies and learning walks.
Pupils’ development in RSE is monitored by class teachers as part of our internal assessment systems. 


Appendix 1
Thomas Harding Junior School RSHE Curriculum Overview:

	Year 3
Unit overview: Changing Me
	In this Puzzle, children learn how babies grow and explore the physical changes that happen to bodies as people grow up, including some inside and outside changes linked to puberty. They develop understanding of personal hygiene and why caring for their bodies becomes more important as they grow and change. Across the six Pieces, children reflect on their feelings about change, learn correct vocabulary for body parts, challenge family stereotypes, and consider who they can ask for help if they feel worried. They also think about future transitions and how to cope with them.

	Lesson Title  
	Knowledge
	PSHE Outcome

	1. How Babies Grow
	This lesson explores changes from birth to adulthood in animals and humans, establishing that in mammals it is the female who has the baby. Children examine baby animal pictures and discuss emotional responses, then identify what babies cannot do for themselves and why parents provide devoted care. The lesson acknowledges diverse family structures, emphasising that whilst females give birth, males often play important caring roles, and what matters most is that babies have adults who love and care for them regardless of family composition.
	I understand that in animals and humans lots of changes happen from birth to fully grown, and that in mammals it is the female who has the baby

	2. Outside Body Changes
	This lesson introduces puberty as the gradual collection of changes transforming children's bodies into adult bodies, focusing on external physical changes. Children explore which changes they can and cannot control, understanding that physical puberty changes occur naturally at different times and paces for each person. Through body outline activities, children identify which physical changes apply to girls, boys, or both, learning vocabulary for body parts and discussing their feelings about growing up.
	I understand that boys’ and girls’ bodies need to change so that when they grow up their bodies can make babies. I can identify how boys’ and girls’ bodies change on the outside during this growing up process

	3. Inside Body Changes
	This lesson explores internal reproductive changes during puberty, explaining how boys' and girls' bodies prepare for making babies when grown up. Children learn about the male reproductive system including penis, testicles, scrotum and sperm production, and the female reproductive system including ovaries, eggs, womb and vagina. The lesson emphasises that puberty starts between ages 
8-15, usually earlier for girls, and that everyone experiences it differently. Children express feelings about these changes and understand that trusted adults can provide support and advice as they've been through puberty themselves.
	I can identify how boys’ and girls’ bodies change on the inside during the growing up process and why these changes are necessary so that their bodies can make babies when they grow up

	4. Keeping Ourselves Clean
	Children learn about personal hygiene and why keeping clean becomes increasingly important as bodies change during puberty. Through exploring how bacteria and germs spread, they understand the importance of regular handwashing and maintaining cleanliness. The lesson explains that bacteria naturally live on our skin and that warm, damp areas like armpits and genitals can develop body odour during puberty when bacteria mix with increased sweat. Children identify practical ways to maintain good hygiene including regular bathing or showering, brushing teeth, washing hands, cleaning hair, and changing underwear and clothes. The lesson normalises physical changes during puberty and reassures children that questions about growing up are natural, encouraging them to speak with trusted adults for support.
	I understand that as boys’ and girls’ bodies change at puberty, they need to think more about keeping clean and healthy I know some simple ways of keeping clean which can keep me healthy and protect me from some infections

	5. Family Stereotypes
	This lesson helps children recognise and challenge stereotypical ideas about parenting and family roles. Children explore household tasks and question assumptions about who typically does what, learning that any family member can take on any role. The lesson introduces stereotypes and emphasises that families show care through different tasks and behaviours. Children analyse family scenarios to identify caring and supportive behaviours whilst challenging stereotypical ideas, understanding that what matters most is how families support and look after each other.
	I can start to recognise stereotypical ideas I might have about parenting and family roles

	6. Looking Ahead Assessment Opportunity Puzzle Outcome: Ribbon Mobiles
	This final lesson helps children reflect on their learning throughout the Changing Me Puzzle whilst preparing for transition to their next class. Children identify what they're looking forward to about the next school year and consider changes they'd like to make for themselves. Through creating ribbon mobiles, children consolidate their understanding of topics covered including body changes during puberty, personal hygiene, caring families and challenging stereotypes. The activity encourages reflection on both exciting and worrying aspects of growing up whilst identifying strategies to manage concerns and trusted adults who can provide support.
	I can identify what I am looking forward to when I move to my next class




	Year 4
Unit overview: Changing Me
	In this Puzzle, children learn how babies grow and explore the physical changes that happen to bodies as people grow up, including some inside and outside changes linked to puberty. They develop understanding of personal hygiene and why caring for their bodies becomes more important as they grow and change. Across the six Pieces, children reflect on their feelings about change, learn correct vocabulary for body parts, challenge family stereotypes, and consider who they can ask for help if they feel worried. They also think about future transitions and how to cope with them.

	Lesson Title  
	Knowledge
	PSHE Outcome

	1. Unique Me
	Children explore what makes each person unique, beginning with the concept that no two fingerprints are identical. They learn that identity is shaped by multiple factors: characteristics inherited or learned from families (such as physical traits, languages, cultural traditions and values), personal choices (hobbies, interests and activities), skills developed through practice, and experiences throughout life. The lesson emphasises that whilst we inherit and learn some aspects of who we are from our families, we also have increasing power to make choices that shape our developing identity. Children create visual representations of their own identity, celebrating what makes them unique whilst recognising the positive influences of both family and personal choices in becoming who they are.
	I understand that lots of things make up a person's identity and this is what makes them unique



	2 Puberty and Menstruation
	Children learn how the female body changes internally during puberty to enable reproduction, understanding that menstruation is a natural monthly process. They explore the menstrual cycle, learning about ovaries, eggs, the womb lining and how this results in a period. The lesson introduces different period products including menstrual towels, tampons, period pants and menstrual cups, explaining their purpose and use. Children understand that whilst periods are a normal part of puberty, the age when they begin varies and some discomfort is natural, though significant pain should be discussed with a doctor. The lesson emphasises that talking to trusted adults about puberty-related worries is important and provides strategies for managing both physical and emotional changes during this time.
	I can describe how a girls’ body changes in order for her to be able to have babies when she is an adult, and that menstruation (having periods) is a natural part of this

	3. Being Part of a Family
	Children explore the diverse nature of families, understanding that families come in many different forms and that what matters most is love, care and support. They learn about the concept of an 'inner circle' - the trusted people they can turn to when they need help or want to share achievements. The lesson emphasises that whilst family members often form part of this inner circle, trusted adults can include teachers, carers or other supportive figures. Children identify sources of support for questions and anxieties about puberty, understanding that feeling anxious about growing up is normal. The lesson reinforces that their bodies belong to them and that trusted adults are there to help them understand changes and stay safe, with signposting to additional support services when needed.
	I know there are many types of family and that often our family members form part of our inner circle I know there are trusted people I can turn to if I need help and support as I grow up and go through puberty

	4. Circles of Change Puzzle Outcome: Circles of Change
	Children learn about the Circle of Change model - a framework for managing change through five stages: thinking about it, deciding, preparing, taking action and keeping it going. Through exploring seasonal changes and a story about family change, they understand that whilst some changes are outside our control, having a structured approach helps us manage change more effectively. Children distinguish between changes they can and cannot control, recognising that preparation, talking to trusted people and taking things step-by-step makes change feel less overwhelming. They apply the Circle of Change model to plan a positive change they want to make in their own lives, developing confidence in their ability to navigate change successfully.
	I know how the circle of change works and can apply it to changes I want to make in my life




	5. Accepting Change
	Children explore changes outside their control, examining both environmental changes and personal life changes. They understand that whilst humans can influence but not completely control nature and life circumstances, we can control how we respond. Children reflect on past changes, examining how their feelings evolved and what helped them cope. The lesson emphasises accepting unavoidable changes whilst recognising which aspects remain within our control. The lesson reinforces turning to their inner circle and trusted adults during challenging changes and considers how to distinguish between reliable and unreliable sources of support online.
	I can identify changes that have been and may continue to be outside of my control that I learnt to accept

	6. Looking Ahead
	Children consolidate their learning about growing up and change by looking ahead to their next school year. They identify upcoming changes - both those they can control and those they cannot - and use the Circle of Change model to plan how to manage or achieve these changes. The lesson reinforces sources of support including their inner circle, trusted adults and reliable information sources. Children learn to recognise when feelings about change are proportionate (normal worry that doesn't stop daily activities) versus when they might need extra support from trusted adults. The lesson emphasises that asking for help is a strength and that it's important to talk about feelings rather than keeping worries to themselves, celebrating their developing confidence in navigating change.
	I can identify what I am looking forward to when I move to a new class.



	Year 5
Unit overview: Changing Me
	In this Puzzle, children explore self-image and body confidence while learning about physical and emotional changes during puberty for girls and boys. They develop understanding of menstruation, male puberty, and how media influences perceptions of appearance and wellbeing. Pupils practise identifying trusted adults and reliable sources of information, alongside discussing responsibilities linked to growing up.

	Lesson Title  
	Knowledge
	PSHE Outcome

	1. Self-image and Body image
	Children explore self-image and body image, understanding how their perception of themselves affects self-esteem. They learn that images in media and online are often edited, filtered and professionally prepared, making them unrealistic comparisons that can negatively impact mental health and wellbeing. The lesson emphasises that body image concerns affect both males and females and that comparing ourselves to altered images is unfair. Children identify trusted adults to speak with if they have worries about body image or eating. Through creating personal self-image profiles, they recognise aspects they feel confident about alongside those they'd like to develop. Children learn to use positive affirmations - authentic statements in first person, present tense - to transform negative self-perceptions into positive ones, understanding this technique can help develop healthier self-esteem.
	I am aware of my own self image and how my body image fits into that

	2. Puberty for Girls
	Children learn in detail about the menstrual cycle, understanding how the female body prepares monthly for potential pregnancy and how this results in menstruation when an egg isn't fertilised. They explore the female reproductive system including ovaries, fallopian tubes, womb and how hormones like oestrogen control the cycle. The lesson introduces different period products including menstrual pads, period pants, tampons and menstrual cups, with particular focus on external products most suitable for younger girls. Children learn strategies for managing emotions during puberty, understanding that feeling embarrassed or anxious about body changes is natural. The lesson addresses common worries about periods, explains school procedures for accessing period products, and reinforces that menstruation is a normal, healthy process affecting all females during puberty years.
	I can explain how a girl’s body changes during puberty and understand the importance of looking after ourselves physically and emotionally

	3. Puberty for boys
	This lesson focuses on physical and emotional changes boys experience during puberty. Children learn about the male reproductive system including testicles, scrotum, epididymis and penis, understanding how testosterone triggers puberty changes such as sperm production, voice deepening, facial and body hair growth, and increased muscle development. The lesson explains erections and wet dreams as natural aspects of male puberty, emphasising individual variation in timing and development. The lesson acknowledges that hormonal changes affect emotions and mood swings for both boys and girls, reinforcing the importance of talking to trusted people about feelings and concerns.
	I can describe how boys’ and girls’ bodies change during puberty

	5. Looking Ahead 1 Puzzle Outcome: Change Cards
	This lesson helps children develop realistic perceptions of teenage life by critically considering media representations they may see in magazines, TV programmes and social media content. Children distinguish between realistic depictions and unrealistic stereotypes that may show risky behaviours or enforce harmful messages about appearance and conduct. Children learn that media often presents idealised versions aimed at maximising sales and engagement rather than authentic teenage experiences. They create graffiti walls identifying both positive and negative aspects of being a teenager, then explore the responsibilities that accompany growing freedoms. 
	I can identify what I am looking forward to about becoming a teenager and understand this brings growing responsibilities 

	6. Looking Ahead 2
	Children's transition to their next school year is supported by helping them identify anticipated changes whilst developing strategies to manage associated emotions, exploring changes they're both excited and possibly nervous about, working collaboratively to generate practical strategies for managing them. The lesson validates that it's completely normal to experience mixed emotions simultaneously and children reflect on their learning throughout the Changing Me Puzzle, consolidating understanding about physical and emotional changes whilst building confidence in their ability to cope with transitions. Teaching reinforces that support is always available from trusted adults whilst children are encouraged to recognise their own resilience and growing maturity.

	I can identify what I am looking forward to when I move to my next class.





	Year 6
Unit overview: Changing Me
	

	Lesson Title  
	Knowledge
	PSHE Outcome

	1.My Self Image
	This lesson explores how children perceive themselves through examining the relationship between self-image and body image, with particular focus on media influences and consumer pressures. Children consider the spending choices people make around fashion, technology and personal care product, how we receive messages about the use of these and the impact the messages can have on our self-esteem and inner thoughts. Children use the Safety Star as a way to stop and consider their responses to these thoughts, and practice using positive affirmations as a strategy to counter negative messages, boost self-esteem and maintain positive mental health during the emotional changes of puberty.
	I am aware of my own self-image and how my body image fits into that

	2. Puberty
	This lesson consolidates understanding of physical and emotional changes during puberty for both boys and girls, and a longer lesson time is recommended if possible. Children explore how new freedoms connect with new responsibilities, then identify whether some changes apply to males, females or all people. The lesson reviews both male and female reproductive systems using animations and diagrams, explaining new vocabulary in an age-appropriate way (with explanations for introducing masturbation and clitoris suggested but clearly optional for schools to include according to their policy). Children get to clarify misconceptions about puberty, and in the suggested additional time this can be followed by single-sex discussion groups where they address gender-specific worries with support from same-sex staff members. Children are reminded of reliable sources of information and that trusted adults are always available for ongoing support.
	I can explain how girl’s and boys’ bodies changes during puberty and understand the importance of looking after myself physically and emotionally

	 Conception Non-statutory Sex Ed
	This sex education lesson teaches children how babies are conceived through sexual intercourse whilst acknowledging alternative routes to parenthood. Children explore different types of relationships and use diamond ranking to prioritise considerations before having a baby, discussing factors like financial stability, loving relationships and readiness for responsibility. The lesson explains conception as the fertilisation of an egg by sperm during sexual intercourse, emphasising this occurs between consenting adults in loving relationships, with the age of consent being 16 in England. Children learn that contraception exists as a way to prevent pregnancy and that there are fertility treatments for those who need medical assistance to conceive. Through card sorting activities, children consolidate understanding of pregnancy development over nine months, learning about the embryo's growth in the womb connected via umbilical cord. The lesson ensures all children feel valued regardless of how they were conceived.
	I understand that sexual intercourse can lead to conception and that is how babies are usually made I also understand that sometimes people need IVF to help them have a baby

	3. Babies: Conception to Birth Non-statutory Sex Ed
	This sex education lesson teaches children about conception through to birth, and if possible it is recommended as a two-hour session or split across two lessons. Children discover facts about foetal capabilities including hearing, responding to light and recognising voices as part of the nine-month pregnancy journey as babies develop from embryo to foetus, connected to the mother through the placenta and umbilical cord. Children learn about labour, contractions and birth through the vagina, and that some babies are born by Caesarean sections. Activities include sequencing conception to birth cards and discussing the mixed emotions parents experience, from joy and pride to exhaustion and anxiety, helping children appreciate the miraculous yet commonplace nature of human reproduction.
	I can describe how a baby develops from conception through the nine months of pregnancy, and how it is born

	
4. Boyfriends and Girlfriends
	This lesson explores romantic relationships and the responsibilities that accompany physical attraction, addressing the issue of sexting. Children consider reasons why people might want romantic relationships, distinguishing between positive motivations and peer pressure. Through a story, children learn about consent, respect and the permanent nature of digital content. The lesson explains that sharing intimate images of minors is illegal and prosecutable regardless of gender, and that true consent must be voluntary rather than pressured. Children develop understanding of healthy relationship boundaries whilst identifying where to access support if they experience pressure or need guidance about relationships.
	I understand how being physically attracted to someone changes the nature of the relationship and what that might mean about having a girlfriend/ boyfriend

	5. Real Self and ideal self
	This lesson develops understanding of self-esteem and strategies for challenging negative body-talk through exploring media influence on body image. Children learn how commercial interests shape beauty standards, looking at 'ideal body' images including shop mannequins, media representations and influencer content promoted to young people. They explore how body-talk between friends and family can emphasise appearance over other qualities. Children map both external appearance aspirations and internal personality characteristics, discovering that gaps between ideal and real selves can indicate potential self esteem issues, especially if focused solely on appearance. They work collaboratively to develop strategies for reducing negative body-talk within friendship groups.
	I am aware of the importance of a positive self esteem and what I can do to develop it

	6. The Year Ahead 
	This final lesson prepares children for transition to their next school or class, addressing both excitement and worries about upcoming changes. They share highlights from the current year and anticipate positive aspects of the future, sharing worries about transition whilst offering reassurance and practical suggestions to peers. Worries that remain significant can be placed in a container for later discussion with trusted adults or taken home to share with parents. The lesson includes visualisation exercises that focus on positive emotions about changes and reminds them that support materials and trusted adults remain available. Children are reassured that looking after themselves through physical activity, outdoor time, helping others, rest, friendships and hobbies will support their wellbeing during transitions.
	I can identify what I am looking forward to when I move to my next class
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